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The content of this publication is entirely the responsibility of the Public Donation Fund - Stara Zagora
Foundation and does not necessarily reflect the views of the CS Mott Foundation or the Academy for
the Development of Philanthropy in Poland.




ANALYSIS OF THE WEBSITES OF THE MUNICIPALITIES IN
THE STARAZAGORA REGION

Introduction

This report was prepared within the framework of the project "Let's talk about the UN Sustainable
Development Goals", implemented by the Public Donation Fund - Stara Zagora Foundation with the
financial support of the Academy for the Development of Philanthropy in Poland under the "Global
Challenges - Local Solutions" Program, funded by the Charles Stuart Mott Foundation.

As part of the project activities, a review and content analysis of the websites of all 11 municipalities
in the Stara Zagora region was conducted. The aim of the study was to assess to what extent and in
what way information related to sustainable development, transparency and citizen inclusion is
communicated.

List of municipalities included in the study: Stara Zagora, Kazanlak, Chirpan, Radnevo, Galabovo, Pavel
Banya, Bratya Daskalovi, Nikolaevo, Gurkovo, Maglizh, Opan.
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# Stara Zagora

Stara Zagora Municipality is located in the southern part of Bulgaria and is the administrative center
of Stara Zagora Region. According to the latest official data, the population of the municipality is
approximately 150,000 people. The official website of the municipality is www.starazagora.bg

The official website of the Municipality of Stara Zagora does not have a separate and clearly marked
section dedicated specifically to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The vision and strategic
goals of the municipality until 2027, published on the site, place emphasis on sustainable
development, including economic growth, energy transition, environmental protection and
improvement of public services.



http://www.starazagora.bg/

The section "Vision and Development Goals of the Municipality of Stara Zagora" presents the
development strategy until 2027, which includes priorities such as a competitive economy, quality of
life, innovation and education, as well as a green and connected municipality.

Although the "Vision and Goals" do not specifically mention the Sustainable Development Goals, the
priorities and strategic objectives set out demonstrate a commitment to the principles of sustainable
development, reflected in several of the UN Global Goals.

The "Vision and Development Goals of the Municipality of Stara Zagora" sets out strategic goals and
priorities that correspond to the following objectives:

1. Strategic Goal 1: Creating conditions for sustainable economic growth and energy transition
e Priority 1: Competitive economy
This goal is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry, innovation
and infrastructure) as it focuses on economic development and promoting innovation.

2. Strategic Objective 2: Increasing the quality of life, living standards and improving access to
services through the implementation of integrated policies
e Priority 2: Quality of life
This goal corresponds to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and
Communities), focusing on improving living conditions and access to services.

3. Strategic Goal 3: Environmental protection and adaptation to climate change, construction of
transport infrastructure and mobility
e  Priority 4: Green and connected municipality

This goal is consistent with SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG 15 (Life on Land) as it focuses on
environmental protection and sustainable management of natural resources.

The Municipality of Stara Zagora demonstrates its commitment to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals through various initiatives and projects, reflected on its official website. The "Implemented
Projects" section describes specific projects related to sustainable development, such as energy
efficiency measures and improving the urban environment.

The municipality also participates in European initiatives such as "LIVING-IN.EU", aimed at the digital
transformation of cities and communities, with the aim of combating climate change and protecting
the environment. Invest Stara Zagora

However, there is no direct reference to the Sustainable Development Goals, their structure and
numbering. There is also no systematized information on the municipality's commitment to specific
goals from the global framework. The analysis shows the presence of conceptual overlap with the
subject matter of the Goals, but no clearly expressed policy on their promotion and implementation
in the local context.

Despite the availability of this information, the Stara Zagora municipality website could improve the
accessibility and visibility of SDG-related content by creating a specialized section or page dedicated
to sustainable development and related initiatives. This would make it easier for citizens to find
information and opportunities to participate in sustainable projects and initiatives.



https://www.starazagora.bg/bg/viziya-i-tseli-za-razvitie-na-obshtina-stara-zagora?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://invest.starazagora.bg/en/news-and-events/stara-zagora-joined-the-european-initiative-living-ineu?utm_source=chatgpt.com

# Kazanlak

Kazanlak Municipality is located in the northwestern part of the Stara Zagora region and covers the
territory of the Kazanlak Valley. The administrative center is the town of Kazanlak, known as the
"Valley of Roses" and the "Valley of the Thracian Kings". The population of the municipality is about
70,000 people. The official website of the municipality is www.kazanlak.bg .

The official website of the Kazanlak municipality does not have a separate and clearly marked section
dedicated specifically to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. However, the site does include the
use of terminology related to sustainable development — e.g. in publications about “world days”,
where it is stated that raising awareness of their importance in relation to the UN Sustainable
Development Goals is necessary .

In sections such as “Strategic Planning” and “Projects”, references to sustainable socio - economic
growth, without but a direct link to the numbering or structure of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Kazanlak Municipality expresses its commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals through
strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the economic, social and environmental status
of the municipality.

Integrated Development Plan of Kazanlak Municipality 2021-2027 :

This plan defines strategic goals and priorities that correspond to several of the SDGs:

1. Economic growth and increasing the competitiveness of the municipal economy
This goal is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry, innovation
and infrastructure), as it focuses on promoting economic activity and the development of the
industrial sector.

2. Development of the cultural and natural potential of the municipality as a basis for year-round
tourism
This goal corresponds to SDG 11 (Sustainable cities and communities), focusing on the
preservation and use of cultural and natural heritage for sustainable tourism.

3. Sustainable environmental management

This goal is in line with SDG 13 (Combating climate change) as it seeks to conserve natural
resources and adapt to climate change.

Recommendations for improvement:

Despite the existence of these strategic documents and initiatives, information about them is
scattered across different sections of the Kazanlak municipality website. Creating a specialized section
dedicated to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation would
make it easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in
sustainable initiatives.

# Chirpan

Chirpan Municipality is located in the southwestern part of Stara Zagora District in Southern Bulgaria.
The administrative center is the town of Chirpan. According to NSI data, as of 2023, the population of
the municipality is about 17,564 people. Official website: www.chirpan.bg

There is no separate and clearly marked section on the official website dedicated specifically to the
UN Sustainable Development Goals. In public categories such as “Projects”, “Current”,



http://www.kazanlak.bg/
https://obs.kazanlak.bg/common/docs/2021-12/577_Prilojenie.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

“Environment”, thematic coverage of sustainable priorities is possible, but no direct link to the
Sustainable Development Goals as a framework or numbered targets is indicated.

Chirpan Municipality expresses its commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals through
various strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the economic, social and
environmental status of the municipality.

Integrated Development Plan of Chirpan Municipality 2021-2027 :

This plan sets priorities that correspond to several of the SDGs:
1. Economic development and competitiveness

This goal is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry, innovation
and infrastructure) as it focuses on promoting economic activity and the development of the
industrial sector.

2. Social development and improvement of living standards

This goal corresponds to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education),
focusing on improving health and education services for the population.

3. Environmental protection and sustainable resource management

This goal is consistent with SDG 13 (Combating climate change) and SDG 15 (Life on land), as it
seeks to conserve natural resources and adapt to climate change.

Specific initiatives:
e Chirpan Municipality Energy Efficiency Program for the period 2021-2025.

This program aims to reduce energy consumption and promote the use of renewable energy
sources, contributing to SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) and SDG 13 (Combating Climate
Change).

e Procedure for supporting sustainable energy renovation of multi-family residential
buildings:
An initiative aimed at improving the energy efficiency of residential buildings, in line with SDG
11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).

Recommendations for improvement:

Despite the existence of these strategic documents and initiatives, information about them is
scattered across different sections of the Chirpan municipality website. Creating a specialized section
dedicated to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation would
make it easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in
sustainable initiatives.

# Radnevo

Radnevo Municipality is located in the eastern part of the Upper Thracian Lowland, part of Stara
Zagora District. The administrative center is the town of Radnevo. According to 2023 data, the
population of the municipality is about 15,977-22,459 people according to various sources — the
official website reports 22,459 residents, while the National Statistical Institute reports 15,977 people.
Official website: www.radnevo.bg



https://old.chirpan.bg/admin/Administracia/Strategii_i_planove/PIRO-Chirpan-2021-2027_final_site.pdf
http://www.radnevo.bg/

There is no dedicated section on the municipality’s website specifically dedicated to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals. Although sections such as the “Integrated Development Plan 2021-
2027” and “Quality Policy” contain sustainable development terminology (e.g. energy efficiency, social
inclusion), there is no clear structured communication with the numbering and framework of the
Sustainable Development Goals.

The Municipality of Radnevo demonstrates commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
through various strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the economic, social and
environmental condition of the region.

Radnevo Municipality Integrated Development Plan 2021-2027 :

This plan sets priorities that correspond to several of the SDGs:
1. Economic development and competitiveness

This goal is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry, innovation
and infrastructure) as it focuses on promoting economic activity and the development of the
industrial sector.

2. Social development and improvement of living standards

This goal corresponds to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education),
focusing on improving health and education services for the population.

3. Environmental protection and sustainable resource management

This goal is consistent with SDG 13 (Combating climate change) and SDG 15 (Life on land), as it
seeks to conserve natural resources and adapt to climate change.

Specific initiatives:

e Radnevo Municipality Environmental Protection Program 2021-2028:
This program aims to improve environmental quality and sustainable management of natural
resources, contributing to SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG 15 (Life on Land).

e Project "Hot Lunch in Radnevo Municipality"

An initiative aimed at providing food to the most needy individuals and families, in line with
SDG 2 (End Hunger) and SDG 1 (End Poverty).

Recommendations for improvement:

Despite the existence of these strategic documents and initiatives, information about them is
scattered across different sections of the Radnevo municipality website. Creating a specialized section
dedicated to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation would
make it easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in
sustainable initiatives.

# Galabovo

Galabovo Municipality is located in the southeastern part of Stara Zagora Region, in Southern
Bulgaria, in the Upper Thracian Lowland. The town of Galabovo is its administrative center. According
to official data, the municipality has about 15,000 inhabitants. Official website www.galabovo.org

The official website of the municipality of Galabovo does not have a separate and clearly marked
section dedicated specifically to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Within sections such as the



https://radnevo.bg/inc/service/service-download-file.php?identifier=5557004e-15a2-4f0b-9945-f646a09abf6c&control=20210601133256
http://www.galabovo.org/

“Integrated Development Plan 2021-2027” and other strategic programs (e.g. waste management,
energy efficiency, and environmental protection), terminology aimed at sustainable development is
contained, but there is no direct connection to the official structure, numbering or framework of the
UN Sustainable Development Goals.

The Municipality of Galabovo expresses its commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals by
developing strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the economic, social and
environmental condition of the region.

Integrated Development Plan of Galabovo Municipality 2021-2027 :

The Integrated Development Plan for the period 2021-2027 sets out the medium-term goals and
priorities for sustainable development of the municipality.

1. Economic development and competitiveness

This goal is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry, innovation
and infrastructure), as it focuses on promoting economic activity through public-private
partnerships, local business development, investment in industry, and promoting energy
efficiency and the circular economy.

2. Development of sustainable and modern infrastructure

This goal is linked to SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) and
SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), through measures for the rehabilitation of the water
and sewage network, energy efficiency of buildings, improvement of street infrastructure and
sustainable urban planning.

3. Social development and improvement of living standards

This goal corresponds to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education),
encompassing investments in improving health, education, social and cultural services — by
modernizing facilities and ensuring better accessibility.

4. Tourism development and cultural heritage preservation

This goal corresponds to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth), SDG 11 (Sustainable cities
and communities) and SDG 15 (Life on land), through measures to promote natural and cultural
landmarks, develop rural, eco- and cultural tourism, and socialize archaeological sites.

Specific initiatives:
e  CLLD Strategy of the LAG "Galubovo-Opan-Simeonovgrad" (2023-2027)

Includes projects with a focus on sustainable territorial development, social inclusion and
support for agricultural holdings and small businesses. Main priorities: economic
development, social inclusion and community capacity.

Relationship with SDGs: SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) — through supporting
agriculture and incomes; SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) — stimulating economic
activity; SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) — focus on inclusion.

Recommendations for improvement:

Despite the existence of these strategic documents and initiatives, information about them is not
easily accessible on the official website of the municipality of Galabovo. The creation of a specialized
section dedicated to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation
would make it easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in
sustainable initiatives.



https://galabovo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/%D0%9F%D0%98%D0%A0%D0%9E-2021-2027%D0%B3.-%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%89%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%93%D1%8A%D0%BB%D1%8A%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE.pdf

# Pavel Banya

Pavel Banya Municipality is located in Southern Bulgaria, located in the Rose Valley, between the
Balkan Mountains and the Sredna Gora Mountains. The administrative center is the town of Pavel
Banya. As of 2023, the population is approximately 12,340 people, with an area of about 519 km2. The
official website is: www. pavelbanya.bg .

There is no separate, clearly marked section on the official website of the municipality for the "UN
Sustainable Development Goals". However, in various strategic documents (such as the Draft PIRO
2021-2027) terminology such as "sustainable development" and "standard of living" is used, but the
SDG terms (such as specific targets or numbering) are not visually or lexically highlighted.

The Municipality of Pavel Banya demonstrates commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
by developing and implementing strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the
economic, social and environmental condition of the region.

Integrated Development Plan of Pavel Banya Municipality 2021-2027 :

This plan sets out the medium-term goals and priorities for sustainable development of the
municipality, including:

1. Economic development and competitiveness

This goal is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry, innovation
and infrastructure), as the PIRO focuses on stimulating entrepreneurship, developing tourism and
supporting traditional industries in the region.

2. Social development and improvement of living standards

This goal corresponds to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education), with
the document focusing on improving the quality of life, health and social services, as well as the
development of cultural and educational infrastructure.

3. Sustainable territorial development and environmental protection

This goal aligns with SDG 11 (Sustainable cities and communities), SDG 13 (Climate action) and
SDG 15 (Life on land), through measures for ecological planning, waste management, greening
and protection of natural resources.

4. Quality local governance and partnership

This goal is linked to SDG 16 (Peace, justice and strong institutions), as the document states the
aspiration for a more effective and open administration, the development of partnerships and
citizen participation in governance.

Specific initiatives:
e Energy Efficiency Program of Pavel Banya Municipality 2021-2027:

This program aims to reduce energy consumption and promote the use of renewable energy
sources, contributing to SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) and SDG 13 (Climate Action).

e Project "Eco-friendly Mobility - Kazanlak Municipality - Pavel Banya Municipality":

A joint project with the Municipality of Kazanlak, aimed at improving transport services and
promoting sustainable mobility, in line with SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).



http://www.pavelbanya.bg/
http://www.pavelbanya.bg/
https://pavelbanya.bg/normative_docs/%D0%BF%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BD-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B5-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%89%D0%B8%D0%BD/

Recommendations for improvement:

Despite the existence of these strategic documents and initiatives, information about them is
scattered across different sections of the Pavel Banya Municipality website. Creating a specialized
section dedicated to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation
would make it easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in
sustainable initiatives.

# Nikolaevo

Nikolaevo Municipality is located in central Bulgaria, at the eastern end of the Rose Valley, between
the Balkan Mountains and the Sredna Gora Mountains, along the Tundzha River. According to the
National Statistical Institute, as of 2023, the population is about 4,258 people; in the center - the city
of Nikolaevo - about 3,161 people, and the rest - in the villages of Nova Mahala, Edrevo and Elhovo.
Official website: www.nikolaevo.bg

The official website of the Municipality of Nikolaevo does not have a separate, clearly marked section
dedicated to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The menu contains general sections such as
“About the Municipality of Nikolaevo”, “Administration”, “Projects”, but there is no specific mention
of the Sustainable Development Goals or their numbering.

The Municipality of Nikolaevo demonstrates commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
by developing strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the economic, social and
environmental condition of the region.

Integrated Development Plan of Nikolaevo Municipality 2021-2027 :

This plan sets out the medium-term goals and priorities for sustainable development of the
municipality, including:

1. Stimulating the local economy

Development of local potentials and advantages related to agriculture, tourism and small
and medium-sized businesses, in line with SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth).

2. Sustainable development and infrastructure improvement

Investments in road infrastructure, water supply and sanitation, which meets SDG 9
(Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).

3. Improving social infrastructure

Development of educational and health services that is in line with SDG 3 (Good Health and
Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education).
Specific initiatives:
e Energy Efficiency Program of the Municipality of Nikolaevo for the period 2025-2034:

This program aims to reduce energy consumption and promote the use of renewable energy
sources, contributing to SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) and SDG 13 (Climate Action).

e Nikolaevo Municipality Environmental Protection Program for the period 2025-2028: This
program focuses on waste management, water resource conservation, and pollution
reduction, which is in line with SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) and SDG 15 (Life on
Land).
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Recommendations for improvement:

Despite the existence of these strategic documents and initiatives, information about them is
scattered across different sections of the Nikolaevo Municipality website. Creating a specialized
section dedicated to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation
would make it easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in
sustainable initiatives.

# Maglizh

Maglizh Municipality is located in Southern Bulgaria, in the northern part of Stara Zagora District, at
the foot of the Stara Planina and Sredna Gora Mountains. Its territory is about 389 km?, administrative
center - the town of Maglizh, plus 14 villages. The population of the municipality as of 2023 is
approximately 9,659 inhabitants. Official website: www. maglizh.bg

There is no separate section dedicated to the UN Sustainable Development Goals on the official
website; the menu includes headings such as "European Projects", "Social Policy", "Education”, but
there is no clear designation of the SDGs or their numbering.

The Municipality of Maglizh demonstrates its commitment to sustainable development through
various initiatives and strategic documents that reflect the principles of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

Integrated Development Plan of the Municipality of Maglizh 2021-2027 :

This plan sets out the medium-term goals and priorities for sustainable development of the
municipality, including:

1. Infrastructure improvement

Rehabilitation of the road network and improvement of water supply and sanitation
infrastructure, which is in line with SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure) and SDG
11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).

2. Development of education and healthcare

Improving education and health infrastructure that meets SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-
being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education).

3. Promoting economic development

Supporting local businesses and attracting investment, which is consistent with SDG 8
(Decent Work and Economic Growth).

Specific initiatives:
e Energy efficiency projects

The Municipality of Maglizh implements projects to improve the energy efficiency of public
buildings and promote the use of renewable energy sources, which contributes to SDG 7
(Affordable and Clean Energy) and SDG 13 (Climate Action).

e Environmental protection projects

Initiatives are being implemented for waste management and conservation of natural
resources, which is in line with SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) and SDG 15 (Life on Land).

11


http://www.maglizh.bg/
http://www.maglizh.bg/
https://maglizh.bg/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/02-prezentaciq1.pdf

Recommendations for improvement:

Despite the existence of strategic documents and initiatives, information about them is not easily
accessible on the official website of the Municipality of Maglizh. The creation of a specialized section
dedicated to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation would
make it easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in
sustainable initiatives.

# Gurkovo

Gurkovo Municipality is located in the northern part of Stara Zagora region. It covers 292 km? and
includes 11 settlements. The population is about 5,568 people, of which 3,138 live in the
administrative center—the town of Gurkovo. Official website: www. gurkovo.bg

There is no dedicated section on the official website of the municipality dedicated to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals. The menus include "Strategies, ODA and Programs", but there is no
clear familiar numbering or visual designation related to the Sustainable Development Goals.

Gurkovo Municipality demonstrates commitment to sustainable development through its strategic
documents and initiatives that meet the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Integrated Development Plan of Gurkovo Municipality 2021-2027:

1. Sustainable development of the territory by increasing connectivity, accessibility and
improving the living environment

Includes urban development, water and sanitation networks, street infrastructure, and energy
efficiency. Related SDG 6 — Clean water and sanitation, SDG 7 — Affordable and clean energy, SDG
11 — Sustainable cities and communities

2. Human capital development by improving access to education, healthcare and social services

Includes support for educational infrastructure, health and social activities, and access to cultural
life. Related SDG 3 — Good Health and Well-being, SDG 4 — Quality Education, SDG 10 — Reduced
Inequalities

3. Economic development and territorial marketing by increasing competitiveness and promoting
entrepreneurship

Supports local producers, sustainable tourism, development of an industrial zone, branding of the
region. Related SDG 8 — Decent Work and Economic Growth, SDG 9 — Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure , SDG 12 — Responsible Consumption and Production

4. Sustainable management of natural resources and adaptation to climate change

Covers forest conservation, agriculture, energy transformation, waste management. Related SDG
13 — Climate Actio, SDG 15 — Life on Land , SDG 12 — Responsible Consumption and Production

Specific initiatives:
e Construction and rehabilitation of water supply and sanitation network and infrastructure in
populated areas

The project envisages improving the technical infrastructure through reconstruction and
construction of internal water supply networks and sewage systems in the villages of Konare,
Panicherevo and Gurkovo.
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e Creation of a center for local cultural and craft heritage

The project aims to preserve local identity through the presentation of traditional crafts,
events and folklore. It is planned to build and equip a cultural center in Gurkovo.

e Creation of an economic zone with logistics and business infrastructure

A project for the development of business terrains with opportunities to attract investment
and create jobs through new enterprises, including warehouse and logistics areas.

e Development of a system for separate collection and recovery of waste

It is planned to introduce a pilot system for separate waste collection in several settlements,
along with an information campaign.

Recommendations for improvement:

Although the municipality is taking steps towards sustainable development, information on specific
projects and initiatives related to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is not easily accessible
on its official website. It is recommended to create a dedicated section dedicated to sustainable
development, which would present ongoing and implemented projects contributing to the SDGs;
strategic priorities with indicated links to specific Goals; opportunities for participation by citizens,
NGOs and businesses. This would increase transparency, facilitate stakeholder orientation and
encourage more active local participation in sustainable initiatives.

# Bratya Daskalovi

Bratya Daskalovi Municipality is located in the southwestern part of Stara Zagora region, in the
transition zone between the Upper Thracian Lowland and Sredna Gora. The administrative center is
the village of Bratya Daskalovi. The municipality includes 12 settlements. According to the latest data,
the population is about 5,800 people. The official website of the municipality is: www.bratya-

daskalovi.bg

The official website of the Municipality of Bratya Daskalovi does not contain a separate and clearly
marked section dedicated specifically to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. However, in the
strategic documents available on the site (e.g. energy efficiency programs, waste management,
project proposals and rural program initiatives), policies and measures that correspond thematically
to the Sustainable Development Goals are found, without using their official terminology, structure or
visual identity.

The Municipality of Bratya Daskalovi demonstrates its commitment to the UN Sustainable
Development Goals by developing strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the
economic, social and environmental condition of the region.

Integrated Development Plan of the Municipality of Bratya Daskalovi 2021-2027 :

This plan defines the medium-term goals and priorities for sustainable integrated development of the
territory of the municipality. It has been developed in accordance with the Methodological Guidelines
for the Development and Implementation of Integrated Development Plans of a Municipality, issued
based on the Regional Development Act.

1. Infrastructure development and energy efficiency

This goal is linked to SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) and
SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), as it provides for the rehabilitation of streets and
water supply networks and energy efficiency measures in street lighting in several settlements.
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2. Economic development and competitiveness

This goal is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry, innovation
and infrastructure), as the strategic intentions include stimulating the local economy, participation
in EU programs and partnerships aimed at sustainable and economically active growth.

3. Social development and improvement of living standards

This goal corresponds to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education), and
the measures include projects aimed at improving the social, educational and cultural conditions
in the municipality - through infrastructure renovation and support for local initiatives and
services.

Specific initiatives:
e Reconstruction of internal water supply network and street infrastructure

Street repair and water supply system replacement projects related to SDG 6 (Clean Water
and Sanitation), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).

e  Tourism and Cultural Infrastructure Project

Promoting tourism activities through mobile stage and equipment”, with a focus on local
culture and heritage, linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth), SDG 11
(Sustainable cities and communities).

Recommendations for improvement:

Although the municipality is taking steps towards sustainable development, information on specific
projects and initiatives related to the SDGs is not easily accessible on the official website of the
municipality. The creation of a specialized section dedicated to sustainable development and related
projects and opportunities for participation would make it easier for citizens to find information and
encourage their more active participation in sustainable initiatives.

# Opan

Opan Municipality is located about 26 km southeast of the city of Stara Zagora in the Upper Thracian
Lowland, Southern Bulgaria. It consists of 13 settlements, administered by the central village of Opan.
As of 2024, the population is about 2,308 people. The official website of the municipality is:
www.opan.bg

There is no separate and clearly marked section dedicated to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
on the official website. The menu includes sections such as “Programs and Strategies”, “Projects”,
“Documents”, but there is no dedicated branding or subpage that explicitly identifies the Sustainable
Development Goals and their numbers in the UN framework.

The Municipality of Opan demonstrates its commitment to sustainable development by developing
strategic documents and initiatives aimed at improving the economic, social and environmental
situation of the region. The Municipality has developed an Integrated Development Plan for the period
2021-2027, which sets out the medium-term objectives and priorities for sustainable development of
the territory. This planis in line with national and regional strategies and reflects the specific needs of
the local community.

14



Integrated Development Plan of Opan Municipality 2021-2027 :

1. Economic development and competitiveness

This priority is linked to SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and SDG 9 (Industry,
innovation and infrastructure), as the PIRO places emphasis on the rational use of territorial
resources and the stimulation of the local economy among the population of the municipality, in
accordance with the regional strategy for sustainable development.

2. Social development and improvement of living standards

This priority is linked to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education),
focusing on enhancing the social and cultural well-being of local populations through community
participation, public consultation and stakeholder engagement in the implementation process.

3. Environmental sustainability and climate policies

As a new dimension for the 2021-2027 PIRO Opan, environmental sustainability includes climate
change analysis and integration of environmental protection policies. This priority can be linked
to SDG 13 (Climate Action), SDG 15 (Life on Land) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and
Communities), ensuring sustainable territorial growth and environmental protection.

Specific initiatives:
e Energy efficiency program

The Municipality of Opan has adopted a program aimed at improving the energy efficiency of
public buildings and promoting the use of renewable energy sources. This initiative
contributes to the achievement of Goal 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) and Goal 13 (Climate
Action) of the United Nations.

e Infrastructure improvement projects

The municipality is implementing projects for the rehabilitation of road infrastructure and
modernization of water supply and sewage networks, which is in line with Goal 9 (Industry,
Innovation and Infrastructure) and Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).

Recommendations for improvement:

Although the municipality of Opan is taking steps towards sustainable development, information on
specific projects and initiatives related to the UN Sustainable Development Goals is not easily
accessible on the official website of the municipality. The creation of a specialized section dedicated
to sustainable development and related projects and opportunities for participation would make it
easier for citizens to find information and encourage their more active participation in sustainable
initiatives.

Conclusion

The analysis of the websites of the eleven municipalities in the Stara Zagora region shows that, despite
the growing strategic importance of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in local planning, their
visibility in the online space remains limited. Most municipalities have priorities and activities that
correspond to the content of the SDGs, but these are rarely explicitly or visually identified in their
public communication channels.
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The absence of dedicated sections, clearly marked references to the SDGs, and accessible examples
of local initiatives limits the ability of citizens, organisations, and partners to understand and engage
in sustainable development processes. This is particularly true for smaller municipalities, where
technical and communication capacity is more constrained.

In this context, it is recommended that municipalities consider introducing a clear and accessible
website structure that includes:

e adedicated section on the Sustainable Development Goals and their local relevance;
e links between strategic priorities and the relevant SDGs;
e presentation of concrete projects and opportunities for community involvement.

Such steps would encourage greater transparency, participation, and sustainability in local
governance and would contribute to the more effective promotion of the global goals at the local
level.
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